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The one issue on which he did not change his mind during 
this time was his desire to leave Russia and return to the States. 
By the beginning of July, the embassy had still not answered his 
May letter disclosing his marriage and his wife’s desire to Join 
him. Oswald decided to visit Moscow, obtained Soviet permis- 
sion to travel, and unexpectedly arrived at the embassy on Sat- 
urday, July 8, 1961. It was the same day of the week he had 
arrived in 1969 to try and revoke his U.S. citizenship, and again 
he was asked to return Monday. This time he did. 

Oswald telephoned Marina in Minsk, and she joined him in 
Moscow* waiting outside the embassy while he met with 
American consul Richard Snyder, the same official who had en- 
countered him in 1969. 7 < Snyder found him remorseful. Un- 
known to Snyder, Oswald told him several lies— that he had 
never applied for Soviet citizenship, had not made derogatory 
statements about tire U.S., and was not a member of the factory 
trade union. He truthfully told Snyder that he had never given 
the Soviets any military information and that the KGB had not 
debriefed him. 

Convinced Oswald had learned his lesson, Snyder had him fill 
out an application for renewal of his American passport The 
renewal was necessary since his passport was set to expire on 
September 10, 1961, and Snyder considered It very unlikely that 
the Soviets would issue an exit visa in the next two months. On 
the questionnaire, Oswald repeated that he was still an Ameri- 
can citlzen.t 

returning to the U.S., Oswald complained to his brother, Robert, that the firing . 
pin on his rifle was defective. “I went hunting with Lee plenty of times," says 
Robert “He was a good shot who always got his game." 

* Unknown to Oswald, Marina, frustrated by their unsatisfying sexual con- 
tact since her pregnancy, slept with a former suitor, Leonid, on the day Oswald 
had left for the embassy (McMillan, Marina and Lee, p. 129). 

t Some quesUon why Snyder approved Oswald based uppn his answers on 
the carbon copy of the questionnaire. At the bottom of the form, four acts 
were listed that would Indicate a person had forfeited his American citizen- 
ship All die prohibitions related to actions in a foreign state, Including swear- 
ing allegiance, serving In the armed forces or the government, or voting In an 
election. Next to these prohibitions were the words have or have not On 
Oswald's form, have not was apparently stricken, Indicating he had commute 
one or more of the prescribed acts. In approving Oswald, therefore, it ap- 
peared that Snyder had bent the rules. The real explanation is more mundane 
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